
 

 

òChristianity without the living Christ is  

inevitably Christianity without discipleship, 

and Christianity without 

discipleship is always  

Christianity without Christ.ó  
 

~~Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship , 

Chapter 2.  

Give me my scallop-shell of quiet 

My staff of faith to walk upon,é  

and thus Iôll take my pilgrimage. 

ð Sir Walter Raleigh 
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ñAnd let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 

we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to every-

one, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.ò 

 Galatians 6:9-10 (English Standard Version ï Anglican Edition) 
January 2011 
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December 2011 

 

From the Rectorõs Desk,  
 The season of Advent helped us to prepare for commem-

orating our Lordôs birth in Bethlehem two millennia ago. The 

Mesilla Valley Teen Singers made the season special by offering 

a concert for the community at 7 pm on Saturday December 10th 

in our church. Their songs blessed the souls of all those who 

came ï and it was standing room only! On that same night, St. 

James offered a Christmas party for some of the incarcerated 

young men at the J. Paul Taylor Center. We shared New Mexican food for their bodies, and the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ for their souls. With snow on the mountains, our own Christmas celebra-

tions began with chilly Christmas Eve services at 5 & 11. Since Christmas fell on a Sunday (and 

weôd had Midnight Mass) we skipped the 8:00 am service, and our regular joint service with St. 

Andrews, and had a single Christmas Day service with our parish family. We look forward to 

having our joint Christmas Day service with St. Andrews in 2012. If you missed any of the ser-

mons in 2011 (or would like to review any), most of the sermons have been posted to our web-

site. The Sermons page can be found at: http://www.saintjameslc.com/sermons.html  

If youôre looking for a good book to read, my favorite book for 2011 was Miroslav 

Volfôs Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace. Archbishop of 

Canterbury labeled this his choice of Lent book for 2006. Volf wrote for the regular churchgo-

ers, rather than for scholars, and the book is easy to read, but challenging in the practical realm. 

Volf presents a Biblical understanding of the nature of God, and what that entails in the life of a 

believer. Since Volf grew up outside of the United States, he has the penetrating eyes of an out-

sider to critique our culture. At one point he writes, ñAccording to a Croatian saying, people talk 

about what they donôt have. We talk about forgiveness because we live in a sentimental, but un-

forgiving culture (page 125).ò Volf packs his writing with movie and music references that illus-

trate how we forgive (or donôt forgive) in our daily lives, and he offers practical suggestions in 

discipleship. Likewise he continually points us to the source and model of forgiveness: Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).  

Weôre excited that our bishop will be with us on January 15th at both services. Heôll help 

us to move forward on the theme for 2012: Discipleship. This will be a great year!  

Happy New Year! 

 Godôs Peace be with you,  
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New!  The Bishopôs School for Ministry Begins this Month 

December 7, 2011        

 

Dear Clergy and Members of the Laity, 

 One of my dreams as your Bishop was to provide quality education for cler-

gy and laity of the diocese for our continued study and spiritual growth as a diocese.  

With the beginning of this new church year, I am pleased to announce that we begin the inaugural 

classes of the Bishopôs School for Ministries of the Diocese of the Rio Grande.  These classes are 

just the start of an exciting new phase of education and formation for our diocese. 

 Three courses will inaugurate the Bishopôs School offerings.  Each course consists of five 

sessions that will meet on Saturdays in 2012:  January 28; February 18; March 17; April 1; and May 

19.  Each costs $200.00 for laity and clergy, but is free for those in the ordination process 

(postulants, candidates, and transitional deacons).  These are real classes with lectures, discussion, 

and assigned reading material for each session. 

  The first course offering is Introduction to New Testament Greek, taught by Warren Smith, 

from 7:30-9:00am.  Introduction to New Testament Greek introduces the student to the fundamen-

tals of grammar and vocabulary to read the New Testament in its original language.  

 The second course offering is the first installment in the Historical Study of the New Testa-

ment:  The Letters of Paul.  It will be taught by Canon Richard Valantasis from 9:15-12:15.  Paulôs 

letters are the earliest witness to Christian writing, and this course will study Paulôs letters in their 

Jewish and Roman contexts, and the course will explore the formation of the Christian church from 

the earliest historical evidence. The course will include time for close readings and exegesis of im-

portant Pauline texts. 

 The third course offering is Anglican and Episcopal Liturgy, taught by Dean Mark Good-

man of the Cathedral.  This course will explore the riches of our Anglican tradition of worship 

through special attention to the history of the Book of Common Prayer in England and the United 

States, as well as the fullness of our current Book of Common Prayer.  Each session will include 

time for close attention to presiding and participating in important liturgies of our prayer books. 

 These courses may be taken as distance-study courses.  Those who register will be able to 

take the courses on a computer if they have high-speed broadband service.  Parishes with high-speed 

broadband will be able to gather a group at their parish.  We are excited to make these courses avail-

able to every region of the diocese. 

 To register for one or all of these courses, please send an email to school@dioceserg.org or 

telephone 505-881-0636 and speak to Toye Robertson.  Checks may be made to the Diocese of the 

Rio Grande and marked as designated for the Bishopôs School.  If you have any questions, do not 

hesitate to ask Canon Richard Valantasis (rvalantasis@dioceserg.org).  

 I am very excited about this new opportunity for the clergy and laity of the diocese.  I hope 

the clergy and laity of the diocese will take advantage of these new beginnings to study together. 

 

In Christ, 

Bishop Michael 
The Right Revôd Dr. Michael L. Vono 

IX Bishop, Diocese of the Rio Grande 

mailto:school@dioceserg.org
mailto:rvalantasis@dioceserg.org
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Deaconôs Corner 
Deacon Anne Turrie  

  
 ñJesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 

and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, óTruly, I tell 

you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, 

but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.ò Luke 21:1-4 

 

 The early years of my teaching career seem like a lifetime ago. Who was that young, 

naµve, idealistic woman who faced the daunting task of educating elementary aged handi-

capped children in the basement of an old, crumbling recycled high school building? I can 

hardly recognize that eager yet terrified woman. And yet the lessons learned in that building 

have lasted a lifetime. The setting was in a very poor rural area in northern Indiana. I thought 

I understood poverty until I met my first class of fifteen fourth, fifth, and sixth grade mentally 

handicapped, learning disabled, and emotionally handicapped children. I clearly was unpre-

pared in so many ways. Most of my class was made up of young men in the fifth and sixth 

grades and it quickly became apparent that several of them wanted to play on the schoolôs 

basketball team. But they had no transportation after school ï most of their parents didnôt own 

cars or if they did the cars werenôt running. So I volunteered to take them all home after prac-

tice each evening. There was this one young man named Raymond. I had talked to Raymond 

privately about bathing more frequently since his lack of cleanliness posed a problem for oth-

er students. Raymond promised me that he would try. Day after day I dropped Raymond off at 

the dirt road just off the main highway. He didnôt want me to drive down the lane. After many 

weeks of following Raymondôs requests, I asked the remaining boys why this was an issue. 

After a moment, one of the young men replied, ñRaymond doesnôt want you to know that he 

lives in an old train boxcar.ò I was mortified as I recalled my foolish assumption that every-

one had access to running water and a bath. 

 Our reading today from Lukeôs gospel is about poverty as well. If we read only the 

short passage above, we think we understand the scene. This is a setting where offerings are 

being made ï both the rich and the poor have stood waiting patiently to give what they have 

brought that day. Everyone can see the gifts and many might have derided the widow for only 

offering two copper coins while the rich made sure that everyone saw their own generous 

gifts. But be sure to read Luke 20:46-49 as well. In those verses, Jesus wants us to see the atti-

tude and arrogance of the scribes who presented their gifts. It really isnôt how much you give 

but how and why you are offering your gift to God. The widow gave all she had ï not as a 

sacrifice but as a gift thanking God for all she had received in life.  

Which brings me back to my student Raymond. At Thanksgiving each year, all the 

children in the school were asked to bring canned goods for the poor. You probably wonôt be 

surprised to hear that Raymond was one of those cheerful givers. 



 

AN ADVENTURE INTO HAGIOGRAPHY 
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  He was one of the greatest preachers ever, Patriarch of Con-

stantinople, ought to be counted as a martyr (it was the Church that 

killed him), and the only non-scriptural saint whom Cranmer allowed in 

the Prayer Book.  You'll find a "Prayer of St. Chrysostom" on pages 59 

and 126 (although I prefer the 1928 version to either of these). 

  "Golden-mouthed" (Chrysostomos) was what people called him.  I haven't read a lot of 

him, but I have enough to appreciate why he was so called.  He is a joy to read, simple and 

straightforward, and still an excellent rhetorician.  His works fill many shelves, and comment on 

enormous stretches of scripture (this is why the easterns regard him as a "doctor," i.e., teacher of 

the Church).  Many of his works go into theology, but the ones I've read are straightforward calls 

to duty--these are the Lord's commandments; follow them or else.  And they stress almsgiv-

ing:  "He who said, 'This is my Body,' also said, 'I was naked and ye clothed me.'  "What is the 

use of loading an altar with golden chalices when the naked are outside?"  He strikes me as more 

contemporary than most ancient preachers do--timeless, in fact. 

  Born at Antioch in 349, he was educated in the local rhetorical school but got interested 

in Christianity, was baptized in 368 and ordained a lector (reader).  From there he went to the 

mountains, was a hermit's disciple for four years, and then spent two alone in a cave, memorizing 

the scripture, and I'm afraid, ruining his health.  Returning to Antioch in 377 he was a deacon for 

five years, working with the poor as deacons did.  Finally, in 356, he was ordained priest--what a 

preparation!  He's known for his twelve sermons "On the statues," after people had torn down the 

emperor's images in Antioch.  He managed to calm everybody down, and Antioch was spared the 

very severe punishment it might otherwise have gotten. 

  He was moved, against his will, to Constantinople in 398, but wasn't there very 

long.  The empress Eudoxia ("Good Repute") took offense at his violent preaching against luxu-

ry.  The rather sleazy patriarch of Alexandria, Theophilus, was against him, and my author, 

Epiphanius, came rushing over from Cyprus at the age of 82 because he suspected Chrysostom of 

sympathizing with his pet peeve, Origen.  He left without result, but his remarks were used at the 

"Council of the Oak" which deposed Chrysostom in 402 and exiled him, most unjustly. 

  Popular furor called him back, but he was exiled again in 403, having apparently com-

pared Eudoxia with Herodias.  He appealed for support to the bishops of Rome, Milan and Aqui-

leia, but it did not do any good.  He died marching over the mountains into re-

mote Georgia.  It isn't a nice story, and shows ecclesiastical politics at their 
worst.  His last words, though, were "Thanks be to God for everything!"  January 

27 is the day his relics were moved back from Georgia to Constantinople.     

   

       ~~ Fr. Frank  

  

S  aint of the Month: 

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, "THE GOLDEN MOUTH," January 27 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Johnchrysostom.jpg


 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

        

 1       8:00 am Holy Eucharist (I) 

      9:30 am Adult Sunday School  
10:15 am  Childrenôs Sunday School   

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (II) 
Vestry Induction 

4:30 Youth Group 

2  
Rectorôs Day Off 
Office Closed 

 

7:00 pm Home Bible 
Study 

 3 
    7:00 pm Troop 66 meets 

 
 

 
 
 

 4  

8:00 am Bkfst Bible Study 
10:00 am Eucharist (I)  

  Noon Bible Study Resumes  
Noon: Over Eaters Anon. 

 5  
Noon ï Women's AA 

 

6  Epiphany 7  
      

8         Baptism 

         8:00 am Holy Eucharist (I) 
        9:30 am Adult Sunday School  
10:15 am  Childrenôs Sunday School   

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (II) 
4:30 pm Youth Group 

9 
Rectorôs Day Off 

Office Closed 

 

7:00 pm Bible Study 

 10 
7:00 pm Troop 66 meets 

7:00 pm Vestry Bible Study 
 
 

 
         

11 
8:00 am Bkfst Bible Study    

10:00 am Eucharist (I)  
   Noon Bible Study  

Noon: Over Eaters Anon. 

12 
Noon ï Women's AA 
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14 
Vestry Retreat 
9 am-3pm 

15    Bishop Vonoôs Visit 
       8:00 am Holy Eucharist (I) 

        9:30 am Adult Sunday School  
10:15 am  Childrenôs Sunday School   

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (II) 
4:30 pm Youth Group 

BOOK EXCHANGE SUNDAY  

16 
(MLK Day) 

Office Closed 
 

7:00 pm Home Bible 
Study 

 17 
 

7:00 pm Troop 66 meets 
 

 

18  
8:00 am Bkfst Bible Study 

10:00 am Eucharist (I)  
        Noon Bible Study  

Noon: Over Eaters Anon. 

 

19 
Noon ï Women's AA 

 

20 
 

21  
8:30 am Daughters of the 

        King Meeting  
J. Paul Taylor Center 

22     8:00 am Holy Eucharist (I) 

        9:30 am Adult Sunday School  
10:15 am  Childrenôs Sunday School   

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (II) 
4:30 pm Youth Group 

23  
Rectorôs Day Off 
Office Closed 

7:00 pm Home Bible 
Study 

 24 
7:00 pm Troop 66 meets 
7:00 pm  Vestry Meeting 

 

25 
8:00 am Bkfst Bible Study  

10:00 am Eucharist (I)   
      Noon Bible Study 

Noon: Over Eaters Anon. 

26 
Noon ï Women's AA 

 

27   
   St. John Chrysostom 

       

28 

29     8:00 am  1928 BCP 

        9:30 am Adult Sunday School  
10:15 am  Childrenôs Sunday School   

10:30 am Holy Eucharist (II) 
4:30 pm Youth Group 

30 
Rectorôs Day Off 
Office Closed 

7:00 pm Home Bible 
Study 

31 

     7:00 pm Troop 66 meets 

          Soup  Kitchen                                   
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Highlights from the Vestry Meeting 

¶ Budget ï the Vestry approved a budget that parallels the 2011 budget.  

¶ 100% St. James Fund ï a restricted fund has been established for those who cannot 

in good conscience give any monies that will eventually go to the National church. 

100% of this fund will go for normal operating expenses of St. James, except for 

Fair Share allotment. 

¶ Vestry Retreat ï the annual Vestry retreat will be on January 14th at ñThe Pickettò 

from 9-3.  

¶ Fund raiser ï on Saturday February 11th we will have a Valentineôs Day fund raiser 

in the Parish Hall from 9-3. Proceeds will go to the operating fund of St. James.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November  Year to Date 

  Actual   Actual 

Income $19,020.00  $209,526.45 

Expenses 19,639.58  238,301.13 

Variance <619.58>  <28,774.68>  

Variance % -3.26%  -13.73% 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

19 - Christina Libbin 

20 - Whitey Coffman 

22 - Rachel Veitch 

23 - Courtney Kay 

24 - Jeanne Coffman 

27 - Mary Hobden 

28 - Jack Bredin,  

       Rikki Manley 

       Pat Meyer 

  

January Birthdays: 

  1 - Laurie Gormley, Ruth King 

  4 - Tim Arend 

11 - Rus Kraus 

12 - Frank Chavez, Anne Ismond 

13 - William Wellborn 

14 - Perry Busby 

16 - Bill Blohm, Helen Detwiler 

       Maryanne Flynn 

18 - Betty Jo Doucette 
 

 

A Birthday Prayer 

 

O God, grant that the year 

ahead for these our sisters 

and brothers in Christ may be 

one of newness, hope, joy 

and happy surprises. May 

your truth light their paths, 

and may their lives grow 

more fully into yours. 

  Amen 

 
From Prayers New and Old, For-

ward Movement, rev. 2007, p.20. 
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  New Yearôs Resolution:  Bible Study 

Perhaps for 2012 you have decided to ñget intoò the Bible more.  I 

know I have.  Did you know that St. Jamesô has 5 active  Bible Study 

groups? All are led by qualified and experienced teachers. And only 

one of them is full (cannot accept new members due to space considerations).  All 

groups are sensitively and professionally led; a side benefit to studying with a group is 

the development of deep Christian friendships as well as a deeper knowledge of the 

Word of God.  Please feel free to join:  Newcomers are always welcome! 

       ~~ Johanna Binneweg 

Sunday, 9:30 am:   Leader:  Fr. Frank Williams 

   Location:  In the St. Jamesô Library.   

   Current topic: Daniel; coming soon:  Maccabees.   

   Contact:  Fr. Frank Williams: 541-1768. 

 

Monday, 7 pm:       Leader: Dr. Jim Libbin 

   Location: The Libbin home. This study group is full. 

 

Wednesday, 8 am:  Leader: Fr. Frank Williams 

   Location:  The Pit Stop Caf®, 361 S. Motel Blvd.   

   Current topic: Daniel; coming soon: Maccabees 

   Contact:  Fr. Frank Williams: 541-1768. 

 

Wednesday Noon:  Leader: Deacon Anne Turrie   

   Location: the St. Jamesô Parish Hall 

   Current topic:  The Acts of the Apostles 

   Contact:  Deacon Anne, 527-8243;  

              or call the Church office:  526-2389 

 

Thursday, 7 pm:     Leader:  Dr. Martin Bond 

   Location:  Steinborn Realty building on Roadrunner Parkway 

   This group is on break; will resume mid-January 

   Current Topic:  TBD; recent topic : ñThe Parables & Poetryò 

   Contact:  Elsie Bonfantini: 650-3680   
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2011 at St. Jamesô:  Thanks for the Memories...  
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